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St Patrick’s 
Day around 
the world 
 

PARIS 

	
 
 

 
 

The first parade ? 2018  
Birthday? The Paris Parade is only 3 years old!  
How many people 
in 2019? 

Over 2000 people took part in the Paris St Patrick’s Day 
Parade in 2019 

#FunFact The Paris Parade starts on rue des Irlandais ! (the street of the 
Irish) 
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CORK 
(Ireland) 

	
  

 
The first parade ? 1927 
Birthday? The Cork Parade has been in existence for 93 years!  
How many 
people in 2019? 

The Cork Parade welcomed 2500 participants in 62 groups in 
2019. Over 50,000 people came to watch the parade! 

#FunFact Cork’s parade route is almost a full circle of the city centre. At 
almost exactly a mile long (3k) it takes a group 45 mins to an 
hour to make their way from the start at City Hall start to the 
finish at Merchants Quay.   
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DUBLIN 
(Ireland) 

	
  

 
The first parade ? 1931  
Birthday? The Dublin Parade has been in existence for 89 years 
How many 
people in 2019? 

2 million attended the St Patrick’s Day Festival (St Patrick’s Day 
in Dublin is now a 5-day event!) in 2019 

#FunFact The St Patrick’s Festival is the 7th largest festival in the world! 
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LIMERICK 
(Ireland) 

	
 
 

 
 

The first parade ? 1894 
Birthday? The Limerick Parade has been in existence for 126 years 
How many 
people in 2019? 

The theme of last year’s parade was ‘One Giant Leap’ and 60 
community groups and sports clubs helped to bring the theme 
to life, along with some of Ireland’s best street theatre 
companies, with approximately 2,097 participants taking part 
in the parade. 

#FunFact Limerick’s St. Patrick’s Festival hosts Ireland’s only international 
band competition each year. Every year the streets of Limerick 
are filled with the spectacular sight of over 1,300 talented 
marching band musicians from across Ireland, Europe and 
America. The competition is celebrating its 50th anniversary this 
year. 
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SAVANNAH	
(Georgia, USA) 

	
 
 

 

The first parade? 1824 
Birthday? The Savannah Parade is celebrating 196 years!  
How many people 
in 2019? 

312 groups took part in the Savannah Parade in 2019 which 
attracted 800,000 spectators 

#FunFact Celebrating the “Feast of St. Patrick” and attending Mass at 
the Cathedral of St. John the Baptist, a wonderful way to start 
the day.  Everything about the parade such as all the units, 
the bands, the different floats all decorated, the Military, all 
the Irish groups and Irish families enjoying the day and 
celebrating their Irish Heritage.  Watching all the crowds 
(especially the Children) from inside the line of march, 
enjoying the parade with big smiles on their faces, waving 
and wishing all a “Happy Saint Patrick’s Day.  What a joy to 
see so many happy people enjoying this special day. In 
Savannah, everyone on St. Patrick’s Day (March 17th) is Irish! 
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TORONTO 
(Canada) 

	
 
 

 
 

The first parade? Sometime in the mid-19th century – the parade in its current 
form was established in 1987 

Birthday? The Toronto Parade has been in existence for 33 years!  
How many 
people in 2019? 

In 2019 the Toronto Parade welcomed 3000 participants, with 
hundreds and thousands of spectators lining the streets and 
over 2 million people watching the parade live on TV! 

#FunFact The Toronto Parade is the most multi-cultural parade in the 
world, with entries from a range of communities and ethnic 
groups.   
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TOKYO 
(Japan) 

	

	
 
 

 
  

The first parade? 1992 
Birthday? Tokyo is about to stage its 28th St Patrick’s Day Parade! 
How many 
people in 2019? 

The Tokyo Parade welcomed 1500 people and over 30,000 
people came to watch the groups taking part 

#FunFact The St. Patrick's Day Parade in Tokyo is a “non-profit” event led 
by the organisation INJ, Irish Network Japan. The parade forms 
part of the week-long St Patrick’s Festivities in Japan, which 
includes the I LOVE IRELAND festival, sponsored by the Irish 
Clamber of Commerce of Japan 
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HALIFAX 
(Canada) 

	
  
The first parade ? Early 1900’s 
Birthday? This is the 13th year for the Halifax parade in its current form. It 

was held decades and decades ago in the early-mid 1900's in 
Halifax but only revived again in 2008 

How many 
people in 2019? 

35 groups participated in the parade in 2019. The organisers 
estimate that overall 4,000 people took part – their biggest 
year ever! 

#FunFact There is almost always snow on the ground for the Halifax 
Parade; one year, the “feels like” temperature was -30 degrees 
Celsius; it was so cold that the pipe bands couldn't play so they 
marched in their kilts instead.  
The Chairman of the Halifax St Patrick’s Day organising 
committee, Brian Doherty, is also the Honorary Consul of 
Ireland in Halifax 


